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The Paris climate accord attempts the Herculean task of bringing the 3 Es — environmental policy,
energy policy and economic policy — together. Make no mistake: There are complex and nuanced
scientific and political issues surrounding the 3Es.

The accord, unfortunately, overreaches politically.
Rather than staying focused on legitimate ways to
quickly reduce large volumes of carbon dioxide, the
accord ascribes climate change to humans, prescribes
renewable energy as the solution, and urges wealth
redistribution as the mechanism to pay for it. Perhaps not
a surprise that blue states in the United States support it
and red states do not. Unfortunately, this skewed political
approach serves mostly to highlight differences and
polarize people and nations. More importantly, it will not
solve the emissions challenge.

In terms of climate change, perspectives range from
complete human responsibility for current warming, resulting in major global impact, to proportionate
influence of humans on natural climate change, recognizing the limited impact that the accord’s
emissions cuts — even if fully implemented — will have on future warming.
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The 195 countries that signed the accord were motivated by various circumstances and desires. For
example, some countries are not required to alter current energy plans. Others will be paid to do just
that. Some see climate change as having a negative impact on themselves. Many have a need for
increased energy, and renewables provide a distributed option. And all recognize that the accord is
voluntary and unenforceable.

SEE ALSO

Rip Griffin Memorial: Saying goodbye to ‘a really good man’

Existing climate efforts expected to keep US goals on track

Approaches to wealth inequality, climate and energy vary, and reasonable science supports different
approaches. Most agree that global wealth inequality is unhealthy. Three billion people live in various
states of extreme to deep poverty, with limited access to clean water, food, housing, education, health
care or hope. The philosophies to address inequality range from full-scale wealth redistribution on the
left, to a growing global economy lifting undeveloped nations from poverty on the right. The accord
moves hard left by urging a wealth-redistribution approach.

Research validates the relationship between access to energy and productivity/wealth, and the related
relationship between lack of access to energy and poverty. Simply stated, affordable and reliable
energy is required to lift underdeveloped nations and impoverished people from poverty. Secure
energy literally powers every aspect of modern society and underpins healthy and growing economies.
Today, 86 percent of global energy comes from fossil fuels — oil, natural gas and coal.

On the energy policy front, the accord prescribes a rapid shift from “bad” fossil energy to “good”
renewable energy. No form of energy is “good” or “bad” environmentally. True, fossil fuels require
mining and drilling and emit Carbon dioxide when combusted for transportation and power generation;
and wind and solar do not emit carbon dioxide. But let’s not kid ourselves: All forms of energy at scale
have negative environmental impacts. In addition to well-documented wildlife damage, a vast amount
of land and mining will be needed to manufacture and install the necessary number of wind turbines,
solar panels and solar mirrors to make a dent in global demand; erect the transmission towers and
power lines to distribute the electricity; and manufacture and dispose of the very large batteries
required to power electric cars and back up intermittent wind and solar. By labeling renewables as
“good,” the accord moves to the political left.

Paris showed that it is possible to get many nations to sign a common environmental accord.
Unfortunately, the accord conflated action on climate change with energy and wealth inequality politics.
An apolitical focus on emissions — one that avoids picking energy winners and payment schemes —
could result in an agreement that would address emissions at scale. Addressing carbon dioxide
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emissions at scale and in the time-frames required must include nuclear, increased energy efficiency,
natural gas and even coal — where the economics and geology allow the emissions to be captured
and sequestered.

Underdeveloped and developing nations need access to all forms of energy so that they can create
robust economies of their own and afford the cost of adaptation and environmental stewardship.

Scott Tinker is the Allday Endowed Chair of Subsurface Geology and director of the Bureau of
Economic Geology at The University of Texas at Austin.

ADVERTISING




Tinker: The Paris climate accord will never work | amarillo.com

http://amarillo.com/opinion/opinion-columnist/2017-07-01/tinker-paris-climate-accord-will-never-work#[7/7/2017 4:16:49 PM]

2016 Honda
Accord Sedan

Price…

2014 Honda
Accord Sedan

Price…

2015 Honda
Accord Sedan

Price…

 $16,900

S  

 $14,400

S  S  

Advertisement

Recommended for you

AMARILLO POLICE INVESTIGATE BABY’S DEATH AS A HOMICIDE

RANDALL COUNTY ORGANIZED CRIME BUST NETS 12 ARRESTS; 2 MORE AT LARGE

DAVIS: SCHRODER GETS JOB DONE FOR MIDLAND ISD

MAC THORNBERRY’S DEFENSE BUDGET BLUEPRINT TO BE DISCUSSED WEDNESDAY

LETTER: PARENTS MUST DEMAND MORE FROM SCHOOLS

LETTER: SUPREME COURT PIRATES MARRIAGE

http://amarillo.com/local-news/news/crime-and-courts/2017-07-06/amarillo-police-investigate-baby-s-death-homicide
http://amarillo.com/local-news/news/crime-and-courts/2017-07-06/amarillo-police-investigate-baby-s-death-homicide
http://amarillo.com/local-news/news/crime-and-courts/2017-07-06/amarillo-police-investigate-baby-s-death-homicide
http://amarillo.com/local-news/news/crime-and-courts/2017-07-06/randall-county-organized-crime-bust-nets-12-arrests-2
http://amarillo.com/local-news/news/crime-and-courts/2017-07-06/randall-county-organized-crime-bust-nets-12-arrests-2
http://amarillo.com/local-news/news/crime-and-courts/2017-07-06/randall-county-organized-crime-bust-nets-12-arrests-2
http://amarillo.com/opinion/opinion-columnist/2017-07-06/davis-schroder-gets-job-done-midland-isd
http://amarillo.com/opinion/opinion-columnist/2017-07-06/davis-schroder-gets-job-done-midland-isd
http://amarillo.com/opinion/opinion-columnist/2017-07-06/davis-schroder-gets-job-done-midland-isd
http://amarillo.com/local-news/news/texas-news/2017-06-27/mac-thornberry-s-defense-budget-blueprint-be-discussed
http://amarillo.com/local-news/news/texas-news/2017-06-27/mac-thornberry-s-defense-budget-blueprint-be-discussed
http://amarillo.com/local-news/news/texas-news/2017-06-27/mac-thornberry-s-defense-budget-blueprint-be-discussed
http://amarillo.com/letters-editor/opinion/2017-07-05/letter-parents-must-demand-more-schools
http://amarillo.com/letters-editor/opinion/2017-07-05/letter-parents-must-demand-more-schools
http://amarillo.com/letters-editor/opinion/2017-07-05/letter-parents-must-demand-more-schools
http://amarillo.com/letters-editor/opinion/2017-07-04/letter-supreme-court-pirates-marriage
http://amarillo.com/letters-editor/opinion/2017-07-04/letter-supreme-court-pirates-marriage
http://amarillo.com/letters-editor/opinion/2017-07-04/letter-supreme-court-pirates-marriage


Tinker: The Paris climate accord will never work | amarillo.com

http://amarillo.com/opinion/opinion-columnist/2017-07-01/tinker-paris-climate-accord-will-never-work#[7/7/2017 4:16:49 PM]

 
This Week's Circulars

  

 

HOVER FOR CIRCULAR HOVER FOR CIRCULAR

HOVER FOR CIRCULAR HOVER FOR CIRCULAR

http://circulars.amarillo.com?p=amarillo&chrome=nohead&locale=en&utm_source=fm&utm_medium=fm_6655&utm_term=title&utm_campaign=wishabi_1_0/
http://circulars.amarillo.com/?p=amarillo&auto_locate=true&chrome=nohead&locale=en&fast_flyer=1186627&utm_source=fm&utm_medium=fm_6655&utm_term=f_img&utm_content=ft_6680&utm_campaign=wishabi_1_0
http://circulars.amarillo.com/?p=amarillo&auto_locate=true&chrome=nohead&locale=en&fast_flyer=1192464&utm_source=fm&utm_medium=fm_6655&utm_term=f_img&utm_content=ft_213&utm_campaign=wishabi_1_0
http://circulars.amarillo.com/?p=amarillo&auto_locate=true&chrome=nohead&locale=en&fast_flyer=1209461&utm_source=fm&utm_medium=fm_6655&utm_term=f_img&utm_content=ft_1558&utm_campaign=wishabi_1_0
http://circulars.amarillo.com/?p=amarillo&auto_locate=true&chrome=nohead&locale=en&fast_flyer=1212919&utm_source=fm&utm_medium=fm_6655&utm_term=f_img&utm_content=ft_3899&utm_campaign=wishabi_1_0
http://circulars.amarillo.com/?p=amarillo&auto_locate=true&chrome=nohead&locale=en&fast_flyer=1186627&utm_source=fm&utm_medium=fm_6655&utm_term=f_img&utm_content=ft_6680&utm_campaign=wishabi_1_0
http://circulars.amarillo.com/?p=amarillo&auto_locate=true&chrome=nohead&locale=en&fast_flyer=1192464&utm_source=fm&utm_medium=fm_6655&utm_term=f_img&utm_content=ft_213&utm_campaign=wishabi_1_0
http://circulars.amarillo.com/?p=amarillo&auto_locate=true&chrome=nohead&locale=en&fast_flyer=1209461&utm_source=fm&utm_medium=fm_6655&utm_term=f_img&utm_content=ft_1558&utm_campaign=wishabi_1_0
http://circulars.amarillo.com/?p=amarillo&auto_locate=true&chrome=nohead&locale=en&fast_flyer=1212919&utm_source=fm&utm_medium=fm_6655&utm_term=f_img&utm_content=ft_3899&utm_campaign=wishabi_1_0
http://circulars.amarillo.com/?p=amarillo&auto_locate=true&chrome=nohead&locale=en&fast_flyer=1186627&utm_source=fm&utm_medium=fm_6655&utm_term=f_img&utm_content=ft_6680&utm_campaign=wishabi_1_0
http://circulars.amarillo.com/?p=amarillo&auto_locate=true&chrome=nohead&locale=en&fast_flyer=1192464&utm_source=fm&utm_medium=fm_6655&utm_term=f_img&utm_content=ft_213&utm_campaign=wishabi_1_0
http://circulars.amarillo.com/?p=amarillo&auto_locate=true&chrome=nohead&locale=en&fast_flyer=1209461&utm_source=fm&utm_medium=fm_6655&utm_term=f_img&utm_content=ft_1558&utm_campaign=wishabi_1_0
http://circulars.amarillo.com/?p=amarillo&auto_locate=true&chrome=nohead&locale=en&fast_flyer=1212919&utm_source=fm&utm_medium=fm_6655&utm_term=f_img&utm_content=ft_3899&utm_campaign=wishabi_1_0


Tinker: The Paris climate accord will never work | amarillo.com

http://amarillo.com/opinion/opinion-columnist/2017-07-01/tinker-paris-climate-accord-will-never-work#[7/7/2017 4:16:49 PM]

Advertisement

1 Worst Carb
After Age 50

If you're over 50 and you eat
this carb, you will never lose

belly fat.

https://www.googleadservices.com/pagead/aclk?sa=L&ai=CQo5hF_pfWb7fLsbgvgKd7qPIAsXP5-NJo7fo2p8FwI23ARABIKmxyyJgydbljOSk8BOgAbfy5_0DyAEC4AIAqAMByAOZBKoE8QFP0NTbOwRAWqk2nTikH5V-VaT6r7-0R_2gZrksn4K-QgUnvlEWqYAj3TdXaLIK-LMOjkWlwdBTJ1avaLwNCyphP0611aPTKCNCcAZmZhBQt9fULhbAJcr1wE5bhiGWcbgch0TsZxxrliykUkozNaL-aSfPTGRY5Tx1otVL4u608GAXE8qu1VwcFA8geOnlz86uMKfr6kAPcDKzyqR7N8qd86SQ0LWELXZCBEgDKMVDNcEOiQJlfEUzJLtybAMFF2q7pE-fCjfaLmTY3YhtS71YwvhAnV8nbGPzK-wTQZ7_WDBaq1Jh4bwe0YOc213h02Wt4AQBoAYCgAexjZgCqAevyhuoB6a-G9gHAdIIBQiAYRABsQkowt80msRpDNgTAg&num=1&cid=CAASEuRonbMQ08c4NnruP4vcN2onVQ&sig=AOD64_0QluuDkmFgS4Ls7RAFI-kuFGaKLg&client=ca-pub-2291442645355134&adurl=https://www.brilliantearth.com/custom-engagement-rings/
https://www.googleadservices.com/pagead/aclk?sa=L&ai=CkOUnF_pfWfGcO8zevgKP6LjABrm5tIhKypvwyLgF59Hc-i0QASCpscsiYMnW5YzkpPAToAG2rqTbA8gBCeACAKgDAcgDmwSqBPEBT9D7o88Ro756hSlWui81qeUMu3QlUhHEVu91NgJb7mcuf87XQyn_bQi_psgEOZHpxYctGn_ipQeLGlvQOvCLhjtSAep3ja-c13K53dMyf53ypkjsXduc1ZE5HSGPadeAlYA7fmzA8NmRY_jIdfPmwvfM-BhD_BhgDRkUQWZkP9vbiq3s1IUAdV44l2TT7-XFhG9H9t0LEDU126zpNVXpaSnMx1NCqAUeTjR987uXv2XL_G8i8tfWyLbpz3tmiNCd3fo_qPXOZK3CVTOIBFbicjItSJPXcMCFp2-5YPzlhTRRy73vYH3eKZT2q49TMGix_-AEAaAGLoAHstHbJKgHr8obqAemvhvYBwDSCAUIgGEQAbEJDy0PTn9wyE7YEww&num=1&cid=CAASEuRoivozlw7ZEQKy2Vxe6yQicA&sig=AOD64_2VHCPlNvBiyoxW4kbN6UGBlU8GIg&client=ca-pub-2291442645355134&adurl=http://www.healthplus50.com/worst-carb9.php


Tinker: The Paris climate accord will never work | amarillo.com

http://amarillo.com/opinion/opinion-columnist/2017-07-01/tinker-paris-climate-accord-will-never-work#[7/7/2017 4:16:49 PM]

Popular Stories

More

Amarillo police investigate baby’s death as a homicide

Randall County organized crime bust nets 12 arrests; 2 more at large

Mac Thornberry’s defense budget blueprint to be discussed Wednesday

Davis: Schroder gets job done for Midland ISD

Letter: Supreme Court pirates marriage

Letter: Parents must demand more from schools

Thu, 07/06/2017 - 20:14

https://www.googleadservices.com/pagead/aclk?sa=L&ai=CkOUnF_pfWfGcO8zevgKP6LjABrm5tIhKypvwyLgF59Hc-i0QASCpscsiYMnW5YzkpPAToAG2rqTbA8gBCeACAKgDAcgDmwSqBPEBT9D7o88Ro756hSlWui81qeUMu3QlUhHEVu91NgJb7mcuf87XQyn_bQi_psgEOZHpxYctGn_ipQeLGlvQOvCLhjtSAep3ja-c13K53dMyf53ypkjsXduc1ZE5HSGPadeAlYA7fmzA8NmRY_jIdfPmwvfM-BhD_BhgDRkUQWZkP9vbiq3s1IUAdV44l2TT7-XFhG9H9t0LEDU126zpNVXpaSnMx1NCqAUeTjR987uXv2XL_G8i8tfWyLbpz3tmiNCd3fo_qPXOZK3CVTOIBFbicjItSJPXcMCFp2-5YPzlhTRRy73vYH3eKZT2q49TMGix_-AEAaAGLoAHstHbJKgHr8obqAemvhvYBwDSCAUIgGEQAbEJDy0PTn9wyE7YEww&num=1&cid=CAASEuRoivozlw7ZEQKy2Vxe6yQicA&sig=AOD64_2VHCPlNvBiyoxW4kbN6UGBlU8GIg&client=ca-pub-2291442645355134&adurl=http://www.healthplus50.com/worst-carb9.php
http://amarillo.com/local-news/news/crime-and-courts/2017-07-06/amarillo-police-investigate-baby-s-death-homicide
http://amarillo.com/local-news/news/crime-and-courts/2017-07-06/amarillo-police-investigate-baby-s-death-homicide
http://amarillo.com/local-news/news/crime-and-courts/2017-07-06/randall-county-organized-crime-bust-nets-12-arrests-2
http://amarillo.com/local-news/news/crime-and-courts/2017-07-06/randall-county-organized-crime-bust-nets-12-arrests-2
http://amarillo.com/local-news/news/texas-news/2017-06-27/mac-thornberry-s-defense-budget-blueprint-be-discussed
http://amarillo.com/local-news/news/texas-news/2017-06-27/mac-thornberry-s-defense-budget-blueprint-be-discussed
http://amarillo.com/opinion/opinion-columnist/2017-07-06/davis-schroder-gets-job-done-midland-isd
http://amarillo.com/opinion/opinion-columnist/2017-07-06/davis-schroder-gets-job-done-midland-isd
http://amarillo.com/letters-editor/opinion/2017-07-04/letter-supreme-court-pirates-marriage
http://amarillo.com/letters-editor/opinion/2017-07-04/letter-supreme-court-pirates-marriage
http://amarillo.com/letters-editor/opinion/2017-07-05/letter-parents-must-demand-more-schools
http://amarillo.com/letters-editor/opinion/2017-07-05/letter-parents-must-demand-more-schools


Tinker: The Paris climate accord will never work | amarillo.com

http://amarillo.com/opinion/opinion-columnist/2017-07-01/tinker-paris-climate-accord-will-never-work#[7/7/2017 4:16:49 PM]

Editorial: Parents need some ‘lunch shame’

Thu, 07/06/2017 - 20:14

Davis: Schroder gets job done for Midland ISD

Thu, 07/06/2017 - 20:14

Letter: Letter on gay marriage was right on track

Advertisement

Byron York

http://amarillo.com/editorial/opinion/2017-07-06/editorial-parents-need-some-lunch-shame
http://amarillo.com/editorial/opinion/2017-07-06/editorial-parents-need-some-lunch-shame
http://amarillo.com/opinion/opinion-columnist/2017-07-06/davis-schroder-gets-job-done-midland-isd
http://amarillo.com/opinion/opinion-columnist/2017-07-06/davis-schroder-gets-job-done-midland-isd
http://amarillo.com/editorial/letters-editor/opinion/2017-07-06/letter-letter-gay-marriage-was-right-track
http://amarillo.com/editorial/letters-editor/opinion/2017-07-06/letter-letter-gay-marriage-was-right-track
http://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/pcs/click?xai=AKAOjss3lBNZo-0WeM_ixr49IPwyQomWnaBu5x7yOwV4LfOrhkJSXR_46ImwxcyDoieLzzkPhYgfvE6HcuMS3EGQZ4CFObp9uhTKuJVspVu6w7Hon7shbtNiKJkRcI1zb3MOOYmI8OjXTeODKfgQ0uVRMGDTeimFmWPpCApt-z_4NLzAVGkZYhTTrLwjLPnsiPutW2IRErly-ic9j4Z4Ccdrk3_zyT1BRa_0ri5qCa7wkEYGgUHuuektXciXXNsklJxWWUeh_UgFbdpPRJiNZIwpD5DRXTKD&sig=Cg0ArKJSzNAl_65SbIZS&adurl=http://www.allstardodgetexas.com/web-ad-specials.htm
http://amarillo.com/byron-york


Tinker: The Paris climate accord will never work | amarillo.com

http://amarillo.com/opinion/opinion-columnist/2017-07-01/tinker-paris-climate-accord-will-never-work#[7/7/2017 4:16:49 PM]

LOAD MORE

 

York: Ted Cruz was right about Obamacare

Advertisement

    Privacy Policy / About Our Ads Terms of Service Online Rate Card Contact Us Local Listings

http://amarillo.com/opinion/opinion-columnist/2017-07-01/tinker-paris-climate-accord-will-never-work?page=1
http://amarillo.com/opinion/opinion-columnist/2017-07-01/tinker-paris-climate-accord-will-never-work?page=1
http://amarillo.com/opinion/opinion-columnist/2017-07-05/york-ted-cruz-was-right-about-obamacare
http://amarillo.com/opinion/opinion-columnist/2017-07-05/york-ted-cruz-was-right-about-obamacare
https://www.googleadservices.com/pagead/aclk?sa=L&ai=Cyb16F_pfWfqoHc7xBf6Pm4AOtZuX_0niz_rtqAX2o_TqFxABIKmxyyJgydbljOSk8BOgAcW4g8kDyAEC4AIAqAMByAOZBKoE9wFP0MKN69wkGc1QzFwYKwjuubk0agoCjr3n20QkUQ5WldiK_xwxn8IiujV4iowreZuSx9hpXKqxjPkl7abPHAWfJbZbd0h3a1LjGaH4rMhL9GjVkgGfj09yLFykHm2Nsfu7jeKS7UI05E0n-L9GmF5Fx4aOR5P3zMoXCE9RIJKt_W_VBYDRLIsqpWk0FRlhfTNKA-n-rdiRuc6fybtDve77yowAy2MyTBBHfnzATD2dCxqFskcVC9vXe_wEYyft2OMb-K_HRj81elraJtck7RGX0OHAtzbqPqq73YzDtPtPXL-X6iVsbQtITTGZgvjLMzDHcYeBSHrI4AQBoAYCgAejx_w2qAevyhuoB6a-G9gHAdIIBQiAYRABsQmnfSkB15ufN9gTAg&num=1&cid=CAASEuRoRi7wHg8FhZ0iD7qp78RUKQ&sig=AOD64_0TiE1cJWLAqd8LLStZD3jJYsBbtA&client=ca-pub-2291442645355134&adurl=http://www.horizonairgroup.com/NCAA/%3Fcreative%3D197003320482%26campaignid%3D836492575%26adgroupid%3D46840465190%26keyword%3D%26matchtype%3D%26device%3Dc%26network%3Dd%26utm_source%3Dgoogle%26utm_medium%3Dcpc%26utm_campaign%3Dimage_dallas%26utm_term%3D%26utm_content%3D%7Bcontent%7D
http://amarillo.com/
http://amarillo.com/privacy-policy
http://amarillo.com/terms-of-service
http://amarillo.com/advertising
http://amarillo.com/contact-us
http://everythingamarillo.com/marketplace/


Tinker: The Paris climate accord will never work | amarillo.com

http://amarillo.com/opinion/opinion-columnist/2017-07-01/tinker-paris-climate-accord-will-never-work#[7/7/2017 4:16:49 PM]

amarillo.com © 2017. All Rights Reserved.

Today's Mortgage Rate

3.12%
APR 15 Year Fixed

Select Loan Amount

$225,000


	amarillo.com
	Tinker: The Paris climate accord will never work | amarillo.com


	Njb3JkLXdpbGwtbmV2ZXItd29yayMA: 
	button1: 
	button3: 
	button5: 

	Njb3JkLXdpbGwtbmV2ZXItd29yayMA: 
	form1: 
	button0: 
	search_block_form: 




